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In the annals of environmental disasters, the Woburn toxic chemical lawsuit
stands as a testament to the devastating consequences of corporate
negligence and the tireless efforts of a small group of lawyers who fought
for justice against overwhelming odds.

Jonathan Harr's "Civil Action" is a gripping exposé of this landmark case,
which ultimately exposed the devastating effects of toxic chemicals on a
small town and the lengths to which corporations will go to protect their
profits at the expense of human lives.

Harr's book tells the story of Jan Schlichtmann, a young lawyer who took
on the case of eight families whose children had developed leukemia after
being exposed to contaminated well water. Despite being outmatched and
outgunned by the powerful chemical companies responsible for the
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contamination, Schlichtmann and his team refused to give up, fighting
tirelessly for their clients and exposing the truth about the dangers of toxic
chemicals.

"Civil Action" is a powerful and moving account of one of the most
important environmental lawsuits in American history. Harr's meticulously
researched and eloquently written book brings to life the human toll of
corporate greed and the indomitable spirit of those who fought to hold them
accountable.

A Toxic Legacy

The Woburn toxic chemical lawsuit began in the early 1980s, when a
cluster of leukemia cases was diagnosed in children living in the town of
Woburn, Massachusetts. An investigation by the state Department of Public
Health revealed that the children had been exposed to contaminated well
water, which had been polluted by chemicals from two nearby factories,
W.R. Grace and Beatrice Foods.

The chemicals, which included trichloroethylene (TCE) and
perchloroethylene (PCE),are known carcinogens. They had been used by
the factories for decades, and despite knowing about their dangers, the
companies had failed to properly dispose of them. As a result, the
chemicals had seeped into the groundwater, contaminating the wells of
nearby homes.

The families of the children who had developed leukemia were devastated.
They had trusted their government to protect them from harm, but the
government had failed them. Desperate for justice, they turned to Jan



Schlichtmann, a young lawyer who had a reputation for taking on difficult
cases.

Fighting the Goliath

Schlichtmann and his team were outmatched from the start. The chemical
companies they were suing were powerful and well-connected. They had
deep pockets and a team of high-priced lawyers. Schlichtmann, on the
other hand, had a small firm and limited resources.

But Schlichtmann was not deterred. He knew that the families he
represented deserved justice, and he was determined to hold the chemical
companies accountable. He spent years gathering evidence, interviewing
witnesses, and building his case.

The trial was a marathon. It lasted for months, and Schlichtmann and his
team faced constant opposition from the defense attorneys. But
Schlichtmann refused to give up. He cross-examined witnesses
relentlessly, exposing the truth about the dangers of toxic chemicals and
the negligence of the chemical companies.

A Landmark Verdict

In the end, Schlichtmann and his team won a landmark victory. The jury
found the chemical companies liable for the children's leukemia, and
awarded the families millions of dollars in damages. The verdict was a
major victory for environmental justice, and it helped to raise awareness
about the dangers of toxic chemicals.

However, the victory came at a great cost. Schlichtmann's firm went
bankrupt during the trial, and he was forced to sell his home to pay his legal



bills. But he never regretted taking on the case. He knew that he had made
a difference in the lives of the families he represented, and he was proud of
the role he had played in holding the chemical companies accountable.

Legacy of Civil Action

"Civil Action" is a powerful and moving account of one of the most
important environmental lawsuits in American history. Harr's meticulously
researched and eloquently written book brings to life the human toll of
corporate greed and the indomitable spirit of those who fought to hold them
accountable.

The book has been praised by critics and readers alike for its gripping
narrative, its insightful analysis of the legal system, and its powerful
message about the importance of environmental justice. It has been
adapted into a major motion picture starring John Travolta and Robert
Duvall.

"Civil Action" is a must-read for anyone interested in environmental law, the
legal system, or the fight for justice against corporate greed.
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