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Howie "Broken" Hee Haw Josie Siler was a true pioneer, a trailblazing spirit
who broke down barriers and made an indelible mark on the worlds of
music, television, and beyond. Her life was a remarkable tapestry woven
with adversity, determination, humor, and an unwavering belief in the power
of the human spirit.

Early Life and Musical Roots

Born Loretta Josie Siler in 1928 in rural Kentucky, Howie's childhood was
marked by poverty and hardship. Despite these challenges, her unwavering
passion for music shone through. As a young girl, she developed a keen
ear and an exceptional voice, often singing for her family and neighbors.

Breakthrough with Hee Haw

In 1971, Howie's life took an extraordinary turn when she was recruited to
join the legendary television show Hee Haw. As "Josie Siler," she became a
beloved fixture of the show, entertaining audiences with her witty jokes,
hilarious skits, and unforgettable musical performances. Her signature
song, "Broken," became an instant classic, earning her the nickname
"Broken" Hee Haw Josie.
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Overcoming Adversity

Howie's success on Hee Haw was all the more remarkable given her
physical challenges. Born with a severe curvature of her spine, she
endured countless surgeries and years of physical therapy. Undeterred,
she embraced her disability with humor and determination, becoming a
symbol of resilience and inspiration for others.
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Legacy and Impact

Howie's contributions to the entertainment industry were immense. Her
groundbreaking role on Hee Haw paved the way for future performers with
disabilities. She inspired countless individuals with her message of hope,
humor, and the transformative power of the arts.

In 2001, Howie was inducted into the Grand Ole Opry, a testament to her
enduring influence and impact on country music. Her legacy continues to
live on through her music, her television appearances, and the countless
lives she touched with her indomitable spirit.

Personal Life and Family

Outside of her professional life, Howie was a devoted wife and mother. She
married her childhood sweetheart, Howard Siler, and they raised three
children together. Her family was the foundation of her life, providing her
with love and unwavering support.

Later Years and Passing

In her later years, Howie continued to inspire and entertain, performing at
various events and festivals. She passed away in 2020 at the age of 92,
leaving behind a legacy of joy, laughter, and triumph that continues to
resonate.

Howie "Broken" Hee Haw Josie Siler was a true American original, a
woman who broke down batrriers, defied expectations, and left an
unforgettable mark on the world. Through her music, her humor, and her
unwavering determination, she taught us the power of resilience, the
importance of laughter, and the limitless possibilities that lie within the



human spirit. Her story serves as an enduring reminder that even in the
face of adversity, the human heart has the capacity to triumph.
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